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Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the legal phraseology "means" and 
"said" is used. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is lack of antecedent 
basis for "axis of articulation" in line 28, 29. Two vertical articulating axes have been defined, it 
should be made clear which axis the "axis of articulation" is referring. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: it should be specified that 
the already established hydraulic cylinders are single-acting. Appropriate correction is required. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cortopassi et al. 
4,147,017. 

Cortopassi et al. discloses a haymaking machine comprising a frame (10) that consists of: 

a longitudinal beam (52, and the longitudinally extending central beam between side 
beams 14 in Figure 3); 

a hitching device (56) that is articulated on the beam (52, central beam) by means of a 
substantially vertical axis (at 58); 

a crossmember (unnumbered wheel axle) that is attached to the beam (52, central beam) 
and that carries soil resting wheels (12); 

which frame (10) carries at least one work member (64) capable of moving plants or 
other products lying on the ground, characterized in that: 

the beam (52, central beam) is made in at least two parts that are situated one behind the 
other and that are articulated with one another by means of at least one substantially vertical axis 
(at 54) making it possible to move one of the parts relative to the other; 

the hitching device (56) is articulated on the foremost part (52); 

the crossmember (unnumbered wheel axle) with the wheels (12) and the work members 
(64) are carried by the rearmost part (longitudinally extending central beam located between side 
beams 14 seen in Figure 3); and 

the work members (64) can be moved with the rear part (central beam between side 
beams 14 in Figure 3) about the axis of articulation (54) into different work positions obtained by 
pivoting the front part (52) about its axis of articulation (58) with the hitching device (56); 
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two single-acting hydraulic cylinders (60, 62) are connected to each part of the beam (52, 
central beam) and offset laterally relative to the axis of articulation (54), one on the right and the 
other on the left of the axis of articulation (54), between the two parts (52, central beam) of the 
beam. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cortopassi et 
al. in view of Rezabek 2,806,337. 

The device is disclosed as applied above. However, Cortopassi et al. fails to disclose a 
mechanism for controlling the soil resting wheels that extends from the hitching device to said 
wheels and that comprises an articulation at the axis of articulation between the two parts of the 
beam; 

Characterized in that the control mechanism comprises a first rod that is articulated on the 
hitching device and a second rod that is connected to a pivot articulated on the frame and to 
which are connected a third and a fourth rod that steer the wheels, said first and second rods 
being articulated one relative to the other at the axis of articulation between the two parts of the 
beam; 
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Characterized in that the first and second rods are articulated on a lever that is itself 
articulated on an axis concentric with the axis of articulation between the two parts of the beam. 

Rezabek discloses a similar frame including a mechanism for controlling the soil resting 
wheels that extends from the hitching device (27) to said wheels (15) and that comprises an 
articulation at the axis of articulation (at 109) between the two parts of the beam (110, 13); 

Characterized in that the control mechanism comprises a first rod (110) that is articulated 
on the hitching device (27) and a second rod (21) that is connected to a pivot articulated on the 
frame (13) and to which are connected a third (23) and a fourth (19) rod that steer the wheels 
(15), said first (110) and second (21) rods being articulated one relative to the other at the axis of 
articulation (at 109) between the two parts of the beam (110, 13); 

Characterized in that the first (110) and second (21) rods are articulated on a lever (109) 
that is itself articulated on an axis concentric with the axis of articulation (also at 109) between 
the two parts of the beam (110, 13). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the wheel steering control mechanism of Rezabek on the hitching 
device of Cortopassi et al. in order to easily maneuver the pulled tool over an intended course of 
travel. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Cunningham, Jr. et al, Overesch and Riedinger have been cited as of interest. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Torres whose telephone number is 571-272-6997. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached at 571-272-6998. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-3600. The fax 
number for this Group is 571-273-8300. 



/Alicia M Torres/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3671 

May 27, 2008 



